
27 th July 2022, 
10.30 am

A few thoughts

Rohini M. Godbole

Indian Institute of  
Science, Bangalore.



Pioneers : without them we will not be here
~Iilestones of,Vomen in Indian Science 

s.at)lla.¥ati ... Sirsat 
Founcil!.o:rand 

President of the 
Electron Microsc-ope 

SOciety of lndb 

......... Shar .... 
FlJ"StWoman 
seen!!tary of 

Department of 
Biotedv\o&ogy 

.... ,__~lbir --Padma Shrt for 
coMribudonlne~uUon 
of cancer treatment and 

radia:tion 

........ ~ ........ 
Lady Allela ·­Ba..su Bigyan Mandr (Bose 

Institute) e5lablshed 

Hiriy.,.._....,. 
First -Od'lanto receive the 
PhD *"om Indian Institute 

of Technology <•m. Kanpt.-

GY satyawati 
First woman Di.red::or 

General of ICMR 

sara&a Dlrwt dlau ... rani 
Est:abtished frst women~ 

organization Bhanlt 
St.-.e Mahamanda.l 

few- promoting female 
education 

A6cbaaaSh-.na 
First W:maJe received the 
Shantl Swarup Bhatnagar­

Priz.e h the Biological 
SCiences categOry 

Sodpta-­First woman Geologist 
to receive the Shanti 

Sw.a.roop Bhatnaga.r Awasd 
in the E.ar'tb SCiei"'C2S c..._, 

Jyotinllay .. Dash 
Youngest wcwnan 

sc:ienbSt to receive 

Chandrima s.aha 
F irst woman 

president of the 
lnc:lan Natlona1 

SCI@f"'Ce. Academy 
( INSA) 

GC-­First 'W'Otnan 

__ ,.... 
YOU"'ge:St person 
to ever receive 

the Shand Swarup 
Bha:tnagar Prize at 

theageof35 

Shand swarop 
Bhatnagar Award In 
Chemical Sde.nces 

P.-e5ide:nt of the 
Astronomical 

SOdety of India 
( A51) 

.............. t 
The second woman to 
both r-eceive a medicaJ 
~ and practice 

11'liedcine 

Eda• .... lla.t*.at 
__ .. 

First ln~an scientist to 
have rec:2lved the P~ 

ShriAward 

Sudiiptas.n ..... 
&.AditiPaal 

first Indian women to 
vtsit the Antarc:t.tea 

_.._.._ 
First Indian woman 
to be elec:ted as a 

Fetlow ol the Royal 
SOCiety 

R'4'a aai F..-doonji 
Wor1d'S t\rst female 

anesthetist 

Hans&........_ 
First women V"ce­

a.anc.llor of Baroda 
UnNes-slty 

llliran U&zwndar Shaw 
First wom.an SCience 

Enlreprenet..r 

--First woman lmmlmOtogist 
to .-ecet....e the Shantl 
Swasoop Bhatnaga.­

A.ward in the M edicaJ 
SCienC2S Cat@901'Y 

Aditi5enDe 
F rst ~ale physidst 
a:vwanied the Shanti 

Swlln.l p Bhatnagar Prize 

_ ......... __, 
First w oman High Energy 
Ph,sttist of India and tarst 
woman scientJst a t TIFR 

...... a.t:i 
First Indian WOII'\an 
Ph)'Sidst Fetlow of 

Indian NAtional SCience 
AcademyONSA> 

--First woman dred.or~~ 
of the Ard\aeoaoglcaJ SWW')' 

of Indio 

sou...ya s-ntina.than 
First Indian to become 
WHO'-s Deputy Director 

General. and also its ftrst 
dtief scientist 



We felt that rather than look either to
world history or to our own history for
scientific heroines for inspiration, it was
necessary to tell the story as it is now!
Started in 2006 and published in 2008.
Reprinted 5 times

What does it take to be a woman 
scientist in India TODAY?

We invited about 200 women of 
achievement and profiled about 100 of 
them. All from our modern history. 

Similar to  program of Royal Society 
which put together stories of women 
on its webpage.

Lilavati’s Daughters



The book is available from Indian  Academy. DST supported distribution of this 
book to schools and colleges, Translations in some local language



A book for young girls : 
contains a small
description of the 
Science done by  women 
whose stories are in the 
book .
They also discuss future
challenges in their area.
Stories of 25 women.

A book for young girls



International Stories National Stories


